
What is Conservation
 Agriculture (CA)?

The successive planting of di�erent crops
in the same �eld , following a speci�c order.
For example,  maize-beans-sun�ower or 
maize-oats.

Bene�ts of crop rotation

Soil coverage with  
residue of the previous 
crop, cover crop, or both

What is crop residue?

Crop residue or stubble is the accumula-
tion of dried up plant parts left on the 
�eld, including cover crops or green 
manure  

Minimal soil 
movement 
Bene�ts of reduced tillage

Weed control

Avoids compactation 
and soil surface sealing Reduces erosion 

Improves soil fertility 
and structure

Increases biological 
activity and soil organic 
matter

Less water and wind erosion
Soil temperature is bu�ered

Higher water in�ltration 
andavailable soil water 
content
Less evaporation

Sustainable farming system 
based on 3 principles

Crop rotation decreases  
pest, disease and weed 
pressure.

What is crop rotation?

       What is the average di�erence 
in yield obtained with CA  and 
conventional agriculture?

Bene�ts of soil cover

Reduces the ocurrence of pests and 
diseases, by interrupting their life cycles

Adequately 
distributes 
nutrients in 
soil pro�le

Allows to balance 
residue production: 
some crops leave 
more residue than 
others.

Reduces economic risk, 
in case  of an event 
negatively a�ecting 
certain crops

Conservation Agriculture (CA)
in Mexico with the MasAgro
initiative

      In which states in Mexico is 
CA used?

      What is the area under CA in Mexico 
and associated with the MasAgro 
initiative?

MasAgro currently promotes 

CA-based in CA in all states of the 

republic, through innovation nodes 

(hubs), with the establishment of 

platforms, modules and extension 

areas.

In 2012 the registered area with 

adoption of CA-based sustainable 

technologies was 76,838 hectares.

In irrigated areas yields are similar, 

but with a reduction of production 

costs of up to 20%. In rainfed areas, 

when drought occurs, sometimes CA 

yields twice as high as the 

conventional system.

CA can be used on all kind of soils, 

from clayey to sand, from sloped to 

�at, in irrigated and rainfed 

conditions.

       What are the requirements for 
implementation of  CA on 
farmland?


